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Treat Sikhs, Buddhists,
Jains as Hindus: Panel

Anil Kumar | TNN

Bangalore: Jains, Buddhists and
Sikhs, who until now were cate-
gorised as non-Hindus by the Kar-
nataka government, should be
treated as Hindus, says a panel
recommendation.

The high power committee
headed by former governor M
Rama Jois set up to suggest re-
forms in working of temple ad-
ministration has submitted its fi-
nal report to CM H D Kumara-
swamy in this regard.

The committee was set up in
the background of the Karnataka
Hindu Religious Institutions and
Charitable Endowment Act, 1997,
mentioning in its sub-clause that
“Hindu does not include a Bud-
dhist, Jain and Sikh.” The clause
was questioned in the Karnataka
HC, which in 2006 quashed stating
it was against the Constitution.

Taking note of the court’s ob-
servation, the committee in its re-
port has said these three religions
are integral part of Hinduism and
should be treated as Hindus.

Sources said the main purpose of
constituting the committee was to
set right certain lapses in the En-
dowments Act, 1997.

“Taking cognizance of the laps-
es, the high court struck down the
entire Act. In the petition filed be-
fore the Supreme Court, we prayed
that controversial clauses would
be rectified in the Act.”

The 1,300 odd religious mutts
in the state will also come under
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the purview of the amended En-
dowments Act if the government
accepts the Jois committee report
in toto. At present, the Act does
not include mutts and denomina-
tion temples (community-run tem-
ples). Taking a cue from the court’s
observation that it was discrimi-
natory in nature to exclude mutts,
the committee has recommended
to include mutts and denomina-
tion temples under the Act.
Sources clarified that the inclu-

sion is only for registration pur-
pose, while the administration
solely lies with the mutts’ man-
agements. “The government will
arbiter only in cases of financial
misappropriation and other ma-
jor disputes. It will not interfere
in the mutts’ administration,”
sources said.

Another major recommenda-
tion of the committee is to set up
areligious council headed by a re-
tired HC judge for state and at dis-
trict level for the overall manage-
ment of religious institutions com-
ing under the Endowments Act.

Other recommendations in the
60-page report include —- com-
pulsory registration of all private-
run temples, retirement age of ar-
chakas to be raised from 65 to 70,
reduce the temple management
committee from 9 to 5 members
and the 5% common pool fund to
be utilised only on development of
Hindu religious institutions.

When contacted, Dharmad-
hikari of Dharmasthala Veeren-
dra Heggade declined to comment
on the recommendations.



