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Siachen trip called off 
Bella Jaisinghani, Indrani Bagchi 

& Rajat Pandit |TNN

Mumbai/Delhi: Even as the government
planned a tough response to Pakistan’s oppo-
sition to the planned Siachen treks, the
trekking trip to the glacier, scheduled for Sep-
tember 19, was put off by its organisers. Ap-
parently, this isn’t because of Pakistan’s growl;
rather that the trek, announced by the Army
last week, is yet to get the defence ministry’s
clearance.

It’s learnt the Army announced the treks
last week on the basis of verbal clearances “at
the highest level’’. But nothing can move un-
til the necessary approvals are taken paper -
leaving the Army little option but to postpone
the treks. Government sources, however, main-
tain that this is not going to affect the treks
once the clearances are taken.

Mumbai trekkers Mukund Deodhar,
Charuhas Joshi and Balakrishna Pillai were
headed to Mumbai airport around 6.30 pm to
take a flight to New Delhi when they received
a call from tour arranger Colonel Narendra
Kumar informing them that the expedition
had been “postponed by a few days on the
Army’s instructions.’’

Col Kumar runs an adventure sports com-
pany named Himalayan Explorations in New
Delhi, which was organising the tour on be-
half of the Indian Army. When contacted Col
Kumar said the trek was postponed on gov-
ernment’s orders: “I am confident things will
be on track within three or four days. I’m only
disappointed some of our invitees have lost
money at the last minute.’’

Pakistan formally protested to India on
Monday against India’s move to take trekkers
up on the Siachen glacier and Saltoro ridge,
which it considers to be disputed territory. The
Pakistan foreign ministry summoned the In-
dian deputy high commissioner in Islamabad
to register Pakistani concerns, said the Pak-
istan foreign ministry spokesman.

The spokesman said, “The Indian deputy
high commissioner was told that the Indian
plans to open up the disputed territory for
tourist purpose was viewed with deep concern
by Pakistan. The area remains a conflict zone
and the reported move by India to open up
Siachen for tourism could aggravate the situ-
ation with serious consequences that could vi-
tiate the atmosphere for the ongoing peace
process.’’

Meanwhile, India plans to tell Pakistan it
is well within its rights to take tourists up to
Siachen. The peaks that are being thrown open
to trekkers are all under Indian control, and
second, India claims all of Jammu & Kashmir
as an integral part.

In Mumbai, the three mountaineers were
in a fix because they had spent about Rs 7,000
each arranging for air tickets to New Delhi
from where they were to proceed to Leh. “We

were unable to get a refund from Air Deccan
because we were unable to provide the manda-
tory four hours’ notice required for cancella-
tion,’’ said Deodhar. “As Col Kumar said the
trip had been postponed by a few days we even
offered to reschedule our bookings to the fol-
lowing weekend. However, he has been un-
reachable since that last conversation.’’

TOI was unable to reach Col Kumar who
had switched off his cellphone late Monday
evening, but an unofficial spokesperson for
his company said he was only relaying the in-
structions that had been issued to him by the
Army. “The trip has not been cancelled, only
postponed, that is all we can say right now,’’
the representative added.

Earlier this year, India quietly began to ac-
tively encourage mountaineering and trekking
expeditions to the forbidding Siachen Glaci-
er-Saltoro Ridge region as part of a well-craft-
ed strategy, “approved at the highest levels’’
said sources. This was part of the gameplan
to send a clear signal to Pakistan that the gla-
cial heights would remain “non-negotiable’’
till it accepts Indian conditions for clear-cut
“authentication’’ of the 110-km Actual Ground
Position Line (AGPL), both on the map and on
the ground.

Pakistan’s objection is rooted in the fact
that these international treks will show that
it is India will controls the heights on the gla-
cier and ridge, not Pakistan, as they have been
claiming.

Last week the Army openly decided to or-
ganise “trekking trips’’ as an “civilian ad-
venture activity’’ to the world’s highest, cold-
est and costliest battlefield. In fact, the first

such trekking trip with a group of 20 people
was scheduled for September 20. As per plans,
the group will acclimatise and train at Leh for
10 days before they are sent to the Siachen base
camp for further training. Thereafter, they
will trek, through heights varying between
14,000-feet and 16,000-feet, to reach the forward
Kumar Post.

Already, a 16-member Indo-French expe-
dition to Mamostong Kangri peak, located
about 30 km east of the snout of Siachen 
Glacier, took place between July 30 and 
September 1.

This was followed by a 33-member Army
expedition to the same area, which began on
August 29 and will conclude on September 29.
Another Indian Mountaineering Federation
expedition to Rimo Peak, which is located east
of Siachen and overlooks Aksai Chin, was
launched on September 6, with six civilians
and four Army soldiers.

Interestingly, it was Pakistan’s grant of a
permit to a Japanese expedition to climb the
Rimo Peak in 1984, in the hope of laying a le-
gal claim to the area, which had acted as the
final provocation for India to airlift troops to
the region under “Operation Meghdoot’’ in
April 1984.

However, Deodhar and Joshi remain scep-
tical. “Siachen is our territory and it is un-
fortunate that we succumb to external pres-
sure in this manner,’’ they said. Bala, on the
other hand, was drowning his sorrows in the
company of friends. “I am going to Leh on the
weekend anyway. My mind was set on trekking
in the area, and if not Siachen, I will go to Leh
on my own,’’ he said.

SCALING NEW HEIGHTS: Three Mumbaikars who were part of the first-ever civilian expedition
proposed to Siachen

Sanctuary hit by
floods in Assam 

Guwahati: Pobitora wildlife sanc-
tuary, with the highest concentra-
tion of one-horned Indian rhino in
the world, has been badly hit by the
current third wave of floods forcing
animals to come out for food and
shelter imperilling their safety.

The carcasses of two wild boars
were recovered inside the park on
Sunday and other casualties, if any,
due to the floods could be ascertained
only after the water ebbed, forest de-
partment sources said. Over 95 per
cent of the 38.8 sq km sanctuary, near
here, has been under water for the
past one week compelling rhinos,
wild boars and buffaloes to come out
on the roads inside and alongside
the sanctuary, sources said.

As there was no food due to the
floods and no highlands within the
small rhino habitat, the sources said
the animals were coming out in
search of food and shelter.

The situation was so grave that
the forest personnel were providing
leafy branches to the animals. PTI

SEEKING BLESSINGS: Film star Salman Khan dances with devotees
during  Ganesh immersion procession outside his Bandra
residence, in Mumbai on Sunday night
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Wonder kid makes
it to sports hostel

Sandeep Mishra | TNN

Bhubaneswar: Debarred
from running marathons and
walkathons, wonder kid Bud-
hia Singh is set to cre-
ate a new record of
sorts. He may soon
become the youngest
athlete in the country
to make it to a gov-
ernment-run sports
hostel, with the Oris-
sa government, after
dithering for months,
finally deciding to re-
lax age bar to allow the five-
year-old join a sports hostel.

“The CM has directed the
sports department to relax the
age specifications and take
Budhia under its wings,’’ of-
ficial sources told TOI on
Monday.

“State government rules
say athletes above the age of
12 years and studying in at
least class VI should be se-
lected for sports hostels. But
considering the exceptional

talent of Budhia, the govern-
ment has decided to relax the
rules for him,’’ the sources
added.

The decision follows Bud-
hia’s mother Sukanti
approaching the gov-
ernment to take care
of her son. Budhia
shot into fame in May
2006 by running 65-km
from Puri to
Bhubaneswar under
the tutelage of his for-
mer coach Biranchi
Das.

“All the requirements of
the kid, including his educa-
tion and special training,
would be looked after. There
would no funds constraints for
him.

The CM has asked the
home department to look af-
ter Budhia’s security require-
ments, as he enjoys celebrity
status. The health department
has been directed to conduct
regular medical check-ups on
Budhia,’’ officials  said.

Treat Sikhs, Buddhists,
Jains as Hindus: Panel

Anil Kumar | TNN

Bangalore: Jains, Buddhists and
Sikhs, who until now were cate-
gorised as non-Hindus by the Kar-
nataka government, should be
treated as  Hindus, says a panel
recommendation.

The high power committee
headed by former governor M
Rama Jois set up to suggest re-
forms in working of temple ad-
ministration has submitted its fi-
nal report to CM H D Kumara-
swamy in this regard.

The committee was set up in
the background of the Karnataka
Hindu Religious Institutions and
Charitable Endowment Act, 1997,
mentioning in its sub-clause that
“Hindu does not include a Bud-
dhist, Jain and Sikh.’’ The clause
was questioned in the Karnataka
HC, which in 2006 quashed stating
it was against the Constitution.

Taking note of the court’s ob-
servation, the committee in its re-
port has said these three religions
are integral part of Hinduism and
should be treated as Hindus.

Sources said the main purpose of
constituting the committee was to
set right certain lapses in the En-
dowments Act, 1997.

“Taking cognizance of the laps-
es, the high court struck down the
entire Act. In the petition filed be-
fore the Supreme Court, we prayed
that controversial clauses would
be rectified in the Act.’’

The 1,300 odd religious mutts
in the state will also come under

the purview of the amended En-
dowments Act if the government
accepts the Jois committee report
in toto. At present, the Act does
not include mutts and denomina-
tion temples (community-run tem-
ples). Taking a cue from the court’s
observation that it was discrimi-
natory in nature to exclude mutts,
the committee has recommended
to include mutts and denomina-
tion temples under the Act.
Sources clarified that the inclu-

sion is only for registration pur-
pose, while the administration
solely lies with the mutts’ man-
agements. “The government will
arbiter only in cases of financial
misappropriation and other ma-
jor disputes. It will not interfere
in the mutts’ administration,’’
sources said.

Another major recommenda-
tion of the committee is to set up
a religious council headed by a re-
tired HC judge for state and at dis-
trict level for the overall manage-
ment of religious institutions com-
ing under the Endowments Act.

Other recommendations in the
60-page report include —- com-
pulsory registration of all private-
run temples, retirement age of ar-
chakas to be raised from 65 to 70,
reduce the temple management
committee from 9 to 5 members
and the 5% common pool fund to
be utilised only on development of
Hindu religious institutions.

When contacted, Dharmad-
hikari of Dharmasthala Veeren-
dra Heggade declined to comment
on the recommendations.

Budhia
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14-09-07 To 20-09-07
U U U U U U U U U U U U U

20-09-07 :
MULTIPLEX U

U

Wild HOOS° (English) U

9.00 PM U

Chak De lndi a�V (Hind ) :
10.45 AM • 1.30 PM U

4.15 PM • 10.30 PM U

Aggar ®®(Hjndi) :
1045AM U

Darling (Hindi) :
I1.OOAM U

Dhamaal® (Hindi) U

10.30 AM . 3.45 PM • 11.00 PM

Heyy Babyyt�Hindi U

1.45 PM • 4.45 PM U

7.45 PM • 10.45 PM U

U

Yamadonga �Teiugu ) U

7.15 PM U

Hello Premistaraa!
(Telugu) 1.30 PM • 4.30 PM U

7.30 PM • 10.30 PM U

Chandamaama@ 
(Telugu) :

1.00 PM.6.15 PM U

I0

900 PM � 
U

�4 U
let OCE the show. 

• U
sadz.coni 

U
lout prior notice. Off NTR Gardens,

N.�kIace Road, I4yd. U

U U U U U U U U U U U U U

Mon - Thu 5.15 PM

Bs. 1001-

U DEEP SEA — — 3D
® ® 

(Telugu) 1.30 PM • 4.30 PM

7.30 PM • 10.30 PM

IvEys ies
&
qfE�4fl Chandamaama@ 

(Telugu)

U 8.00 PM Ks. 1501. 1.00 PM • 6.15 PM
U

U TeIe.Booking 23448089
U Advance booking: 9.00 AM to 9.00 PM
U

U 
Please collect tl Tele Bookii tickets one hour before the show.

Now hey tickets online www.prasadz.com
U

U 
Note: Movie timings subject to change without prior notice. Off NTR Gardens,

N.�kIace Road, Ilyd.
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Chak De India (U)
Dhamaal (U)
Hello Premistara (U)
Nan he Jaisalmer (U)
Aggar (A)
Darling (A)
Heyy Babyy (U//A)
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SENSATION Insomniu, ANAND 70 MM

SRI SAl RAJA A 70 MM, PRIYA 70 MM, SHIVA DIGITAL
Rajshri Release


